
It’s on us
The choice to gather today is a statement: 

we are taking responsibility - as links in 

the chain of generations.

As the generation of Holocaust survivors 

diminishes, the act of remembrance isn’t 

just about the past, but is also a 

commitment to our future. It is an act of 

hope, morality, and repair.

Since October 7th, we have lived through 

another painful chapter. Images of war, loss, 

and difficult questions have filled our lives. 

The war is still ongoing, and the hostages - 

we await the swift return of our brothers 

and sisters.

Especially now, we seek strength, resilience, 

and hope in the testimonies of Holocaust 

survivors. We wish to listen to the lessons of 

those who rose from the ashes and rebuilt 

themselves, their families and communities.

It is on us. Time passes, and memory fades - 

unless we choose to keep it alive.

This is a belief in values, and hope that out 

of darkness, a better reality can be created.

“In a place where there are no men - strive to 

be a man.” (Pirkei Avot, Ethics of the Fathers, 

Chapter 2, Mishna 5)

A few questions for a meaningful discussion:

• We invite guests to come with a name of 

a Holocaust survivor or a victim, and share 

a small part of their story. Ask the group: 

Who did you bring with you today?

• What does the phrase "In a place where 

there are no men - strive to be a man" 

mean in the context of these times? 

Is it a call for involvement? Mutual 

responsibility? Courage?

• How can we continue to carry the torch of 

remembrance - even when Holocaust 

survivors are no longer with us?

• What is our moral responsibility facing 

loss and hatred once again?

May this be a meaningful gathering.



Maya Buenos

Prayer for Our Well-Being

May the one who blessed our ancestors 

bless us as well. Now, at this moment, let us 

pray for our well-being, for the well-being 

of our land, for peace.

May the one who blessed our fathers and 

mothers also bless the hostages and 

hasten their return home, with a ray of light 

upon their heads, to a comforting embrace, 

to a familiar home, a secure space. 

May the one who blessed our fathers and 

mothers also bless the soldiers of the Israel 

Defense Forces and the members of the 

security forces, standing guard over our 

homes with boundless dedication, with 

open hearts, in solidarity. Send them 

strength during the long nights and send 

strength to us as well, standing behind 

them, send us days without worry. 

May the one who blessed, bless us with 

complete healing so that all the wounded 

will return to their strength and their lives. 

Bless us that we will not worry over an 

unfamiliar voice, that we will not fear in a 

place where fear is not required. Heal the 

walls of our hearts and the walls of our 

homes, bless us that we will return to them 

quickly. 

Bless us that we will rise, once again, like 

our fathers, from the ashes. Bless us that 

we may find comfort within ourselves and 

between us. 

Bless us that we will remember our past 

and become worthy of the next 

generations, and our responsibility to build 

and shape our future. 

And let us all say, Amen


